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GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 325.] 
SECOND Day. Morning session, Monday, April 4, 10 a.m. 
How firm a foundation, ye Saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent word ! 
was sung by the choir and congregation. 
Prayer by Elder Charles O. Card. 
Sin ging by the choir and congregation : 
Now let us rejoice in the day of salvation, 
No longer as strangers on earth need we roam. 
DR. JAMES E. TALMAGE | 
read circular No. 8, issued by the General Board of Education. The paper 
gives detailed explanations as to the nature of the Church educational 
system, and furnishes specific definitions of the relationships the various 
institutions and officers bear toward each other, and clear directions as to 
how each establishment should be organized and conducted. | 
The following was, by request of President Willard Young, of Yo 
University, read by Apostle Heber J. Grant: 
PREAMBLE AND RESOLUTION. 

Believing that the time is now fully ripe and in every way propitious 
for the establishment of the Church University mentioned ia the circular 
of the General Board of Education which has just been read, and that no 
better time than the present, when the Latter-day Saints are assembled 
in General Conference, can ever be found for taking those preliminary | 
steps which may be proper and right for the carrying out of such a pur- 
pose, I therefore respectfully ask that the following motion be put to this 
congregation, via. : 

I move that this congregation unite in requesting the First Presidency 
to appoint a committee of five persons to consider a general plan for the 
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proper founding woe endowing of a Church Stabeoralty by or in 1 behalf of 


the whole — worshipers known as the Church of Jesus 


Christ of Latter-da 
I suggest that the —— of the committee be submitted to this con- 
ference at the earliest time practicable. WLanD Youna. 


The motion of Brother Willard Young being seconded by Apostle 
F. M. Lyman, it was put to the conference and carried eer. 
to his motion, 

said he believed that it was the right of every fal Le the Gaul to 
unite in the action here proposed, looking to the founding of the one 
Church University. Therefore, as it had been stated that steps were 
being taken for the formation of the university, he wished, as a mem- 
ber of the Church, to have a voice in this action, in — he oo r 
one present that morning would join. 

PRESIDENT GEORGE d. CANNON 
announced that the First Presidency would take the resolution into con- 
sideration, and, at a subsequent meeting, probably name the members of 
the committee for the acceptance of the conference. | 
_ APOSTLE LORENZO SNOW 
was the next speaker. He said the position which the Latter-day Saints 
occupied in relation to God and the duties resting upon them were such 
as required aid which could not be secured naturally; they must be main- 
tained by the Spirit of God. The circumstances in which the Saints were 
placed and the scenes through which they must necessarily pass in the 
— were briefly touched upon by the speaker. The Lord had done a 
great deal for the Latter-day Saints during the last sixty-two years, both 
as a Church and as individuals. When they looked back upon their past 
history both individually and collectively, they were astonished ‘at the 
great progress which had been made, and the blessings which had been 
bestowed upon them. When this Gospel first reached them in the different 
nations from whence they came they knew very little in regard to the 


things of God, in comparison with their present knowledge; they knew 
nothing i in reference to the relationship in which they stood to our Father 


in heaven—that they were His offspring, that they lived before ee 
into existence here, and moved and had an understanding. | 
Apostle Snow touched upon the subject of revelation, ane ia ref- 
erence to the book of Doctrine and Covenants, wherein he said many in- 
portant things were plainly exhibited to us in regard to having a present 
knowledge as to our condition and relationship to God. The blessings 


which He had bestowed upon this people were simply marvelous. When 
‘the Gospel reached them in the different nations to which they belonged, 
their condition and circumstances were very different from what they are 
now. The speaker illustrated his remarks on this topic by showing how 
thousands of the Saints, since coming to the valleys of these mountains, 
had enhanced their condition not only spiritually but from a worldly’ or 


temporal point of view. It was God who, through the instrumental 
the bad shia latter-day work to its 
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present degree of perfection. Let them look at the beautiful cities and 
towns in this Territory at this time. All these things were to be attributed 
to God, and not to the shrewdness or the ability of men, who were only 
the instruments in His hands. There were thousands of: persons now 
dwelling in the midst of these mountains who, before gathering with the 
Saints here, did not know even how to handle a pick-ax, hoe or shovel, and 
many of whom were now in comparatively affluent circumstances. This 
was a good deal, but it was nothing in nnen Shae the Lord 
had done for this people spiritually. 

As a people we must be perfect, even as our Father in heaven is perfect. 
We might not be able te fulfil all the duties pointed out yesterday; still it 
is incumbent upon us to do our utmost to reach the highest possible state 
of perfection, having regard to the peculiar conditions by which we are 
surrounded. God bless the Latter-day Saints. How firm a foundation 
had the Lord laid for the exercise of their faith. In the time of trial 
trials such as probably they never anticipated and might naturally wish 
to escape—let them not be discouraged, but stand firm, endure the ordeal 


pecte. 
APOSTLE MOSES THATCHER 

was next called upon. The circular just read in reference to the Church 

schools, he said, was a very important document, and he desired to call the 
attention of those present to the fact that, in this respect, the Latter-day 
Saints were not unlike the Roman Catholics throughout this nation. 

They paid taxes which the state legislature appropriated to various states 
of the Union for the support of the state universities and schools, and yet 
they were unwilling to entrust the education of their children to the 

schools which they sustained under this system of government. There- 

fore, while their substance was used for the education of the children of 
others, not of their faith, their loyalty to their religion caused them to 
comply, not always, however, without finding some fault, with the system 

of the country, and then they educated their children in their own 

schools, This would seem, to an extent, an injustice, yet the Latter-day 

Saints were not able, nor were the Roman e eee bee e 

even if they had the disposition to do . 

The theory of the government under which We lived was found on 
the idea that sovereignty was in the people. In laying the foundation 
broad and deep our fathers undertook, in order to secure religious free- 
dom, a complete separation of church and state. The free schools that had 
recently been. established in this Territory did not under the law permit 
the teaching of religion. The Latter-day Saints, like the Catholics, 
realizing the importance of our children receiving a religious education, 
and that belief in and devotion to God were the very foundation of true 

selves in this matter. ; 

University of Deseret, or the University of Utah, as it is now called, for 
it was in conformity with the spirit of the time that we must change the 
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name, and, as far as possible, obliterate the memory of the past, even as 
the Roman Catholics sought to do when they introduced their doctrines 
among the aboriginal inhabitants of this continent. The funds, there- 
fore, that were appropriated by the Territorial legislature from the taxes 
of the people went to support the University of Utah and the Agricul- 
tural College in the north; and while we were no doubt willing that our 
taxes should be thus used, as those schools in some degree harmonized with 
the wishes of the nation, yet when we turned our eyes inward and 
searched the foundation upon which we were building, we were desirous 
that our children should be educated in the Church schools. But in 
order to do this we must not forget that the con petition would be very 
severe. 

The building and the appointments of these schools would be as perfect 
as the means within their reach could make them. On the other hand, 
we were comparatively poor, so far as the means to educate our children 
were concerned, but what we lacked in this respect must be made in 
our union of faith, in our devotion to the work, and in our contributions 
for that end. The whole matter was not accomplished in the vote of that 
conference to-day, but there must be a great deal of work in the future in 
order to carry out the object in view. Every r in Israel must put 
his shoulder to the wheel.” 

The education of the world largely tended to the development of the in- 
tellect without the cultivation of the heart. The Latter-day Saints believed 
that true loyalty to the country depended to a great extent upon true 
faith in the Creator of the country. Therefore their foundation was 
deeper than that of the world, as they viewed it, inasmuch as they made 
the true worship of God the chief corner-stone of the structure, having in 
view always the highest liberty of the individual. 

He believed that we had here in Utah as bright minds as the world had 
produced, and that if we would give this great subject the thought and 
attention necessary, the time was not far distant when our schools would 
compare favorably with those in other parts of the country. The time 
would come when, instead of our boys going to the universities of the east 
to complete their education, the sons of others would come to these 
mountains to complete theirs. There was no reason why it should not 
be so. 

In speaking on the subject of direct revelation from God, the speaker 
said a man might have knowledge without having wisdom, No person in 
this Church was safe for a single hour unless he had the Spirit of God to 
guide him, and the time was near at hand when every man must stand 
upon the knowledge which God had given him. Individual intelligence 
was the glory of God. 

We were upon the verge of grave times, and should we, because the con- 
ditions had recently changed, sell our birthright for a mess of pottage } 
He answered no; and if in the exercise of what he might term his 
American liberty—which might be better given as American license—he 
should become a stumbling block to his ew God would hold him re- 
sponsible for it. 
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There were duties which they owed to the state as well as to the Church. 
Let them as intelligent American citizens render to the civil government 
that which belonged to it, but never forget to render to God the things 
that were His. The Latter-day Saints, every one of them, had promised 
their allegiance to the American government, but they could not afford to 
give away the fruits of the labors which they had received since the 
organization of this Church sixty-two years ago for the baubles of the 
world; “and,” said the speaker in conclusion, I would to God that more 
of our Elders could give the enthusiasm, devotion, and love to the work of 
God which they seem to give so willingly to political matters.” | 


The choir sang : 
| Praise ye the Father. 


Benediction by Elder B. H. Roberts. 
[ro BE CONTINUED. 


UNION. 


In all His teachings, Jesus laid great stress upon the subject of union, 
and taught it to the disciples and the former-day Saints. To the Latter- 
day Saints He has said: “Unless ye are one ye are not mine.” He was 
particular in all His labors to do nothing that was not in harmony with 
the desire of the Father. On one occasion He said: “I came not to do 
my will, but the will of Him that sent me,” and in all His works He mani- 
fested a desire to be one with the Father in all things. Even when He 
saw that His cruel enemies had succeeded in their designs to bring His 
career to an end, He was enabled to go into the garden and in anguish 
cry: Father, not my will, but thine be done.” 

He was the pattern for all true Saints, and it should be the aim of His 
followers to be like Him in this respect. Union is absolutely necessary 
in the Church and kingdom of Christ, for without it order can not exist: 
“Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation.” We see 
by the example of Christ that obedience to law brings about union, which 
is one of the signs by which the true Church is known. In our day the 
absence of this condition is one of the testimonies that the various so-called 
Christian sects are not recognized of God. For the simple reason that 
they do not obey the commandments, there is no union among them ; but 
on the contrary, enmity and hate, which are the children of discord, born 
of disobedience to the laws of God, run riot among the nations to such an 
extent that professed Christians, who should love one another, stand ready 
to devour each other with the sword, and to do each other injury with 
all manner of evil report, malice and acts of wickedness. In this way 
Christendom has become a farce, and the sermons and exhortations of the 
churches have become a mere parade of words without meaning. They 
call the Savior, Lord, Lord, but do not the things which He says. 

To avoid this condition the true Latter-day Saints strive to be, and are 
united in obeying the commandments. As Christ subdued His will to His 
heavenly Father’s, so every true Saint learns to conform his desires to the 
ig of the — Gospel, which are the will of God. 
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It is a true saying, that “every tree is known by his own fruit.” This 
was one of the illustrations which the Lord used to show His disciples that 
their acts would indicate what their faith was. It is as true to-day as it 
was then, that “of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a bramble bush 
gather they grapes.“ As a rule the Christian world, when judged by this 
standard, make a very poor showing. Wickedness and vice appear to be 
taking more root in the world, and are getting a firmer hold among the 
children of men.. There is an alarming increase of murders and suicides, 
and man’s love for his neighbor is growing less; selfishness is in- 
creasing ; the rich are crippling the poor, and the poor are combining to 
injure the rich. This state is the result of disobedience to the doctrines 
which Christ taught, and which if obeyed would have brought peace and 
union, unselfishness, and genuine sentiments of brotherly love. The fruits 
of the Gospel are of this nature. The Latter-day Saints are willing to be 
judged by such a standard, and the fruits that have shown themselves in 
their history have proven them to be the practical followers of the doc- 
trines of the everlasting Gospel. They see eye to eye in matters of re- 
ligion, and they are and ever should remain united. It can safely and 
truthfully be said that no other modern people have sacrificed as much 
for the sake of the Gospel as the Latter-day Saints have, and as they are 
sacrificing to-day, and no other people as a whole are as united as they 
are. But even when this is admitted to be the case, there is yet much for 
them to learn, and the grand possibilities resulting from strict adherence 
to the Gospel doctrines have been by no means reached yet. 

It devolves upon the individual members of the Church to continue 
their labors to this glorious end, until the Church shall become perfect. 
The Church will reach perfection when its individual members are worthy. 
Each member is judged as the body—by his fruits he is known, and he has 
a great work to perform to purify himself and to train his feelings to con- 
form to the principles or doctrines of the Gospel. No such idea should 
prevail among the Saints as that they have nothing to do. Until a person 
tries to live up to the Gospel requirements, he may consider its principles 
very simple, and may wish to reach out for something more complicated 
and mysterious, but the wise person will find much to learn in striving to 
comply with the simple, practical, every-day principles of the plan of 
salvation. No one teaching among these is of greater importance to us, 
as a people or as individuals, than union, which embraces obedience and 
brotherly love and the kindred virtues arising from them. E. H. A. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


Fifteen members of a football team were drowned in Port Philip Bay, Australia, on 
May 23, by the capsizing of a boat. 

By an explosion at a dynamite factory at Galdacano, Spain, on May 20, sixteen 1 men 
and three women were blown to pieces. 

Oliver Perry, who, in February last, robbed an express car on the New York Central 
̃ | 
May 21 to forty nine years and three months’ imprisonment. | 
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May 16. 

Sixteen lives were lost by the British barque Fart of Aberdeen going ashore off the 
Pembrokeshire coast on May 15. 

killed eight persons and injured many others. 

A violent hail storm in the Carpathian district, Austria, on May 22, destroyed fruits 
and field crops and killed many domestic animals. : 

A telegram of May 20, from Harrar, the persons dying 
from cholera in that district reaches one hundred daily. 

The ship Romsdal, of Liverpool, which sailed from Chittagong in October last, has 
been given up for lost. Her crew numbered thirty-two persons. 

A railway collision occurred on May 22, in Arkansas, U.S.A., in which seven persons 
were killed and eighteen injured. Carelessness of the train officials was the cause. 

Six disastrous fires occurred in Paris, France, on May 22. On the same day the fire 
fiend destroyed a vast amount of property at Oswego, New York, and Alexandria, 
Egypt. | 

seriously. 

coast, on May 21, and was a total loss. Out of 130 men on board all but five were 
drowned. | 

Two shocks of earthquake were felt in Cornwall, England, on May 17. Windows 
and crockery were much shaken, and the people considerably alarmed, but no damage 
was done. 

ander Walkow on the Caspian Sea, on March 29, by the shifting of her cargo during a 
fierce storm. Two hundred and fifty persons were drowned. 

A terrible cyclone visited the Tankey Valley, Texas, U. S. A., on May 16, and swept 
for miles along a narrow belt of country with such force that not a house or tree was left 
in its track. Five persons were killed and many injured, ten fatally. 

The reports of the hurricane which visited the island of Mauritius on April 29 last show 
a most appalling destruction of life and property. Half the crops were destroyed, thou ; 
sands of people rendered homeless, buildings torn and wrecked, over one thousand people 
killed and two thousand injured. 

Four women were killed at Denison, Texas, U. &. A., on May 19, by an unknown 
assassin, who visited various parts of the city and shot his victims without excuse. All 
the women in the city were thrown into a state of terror, as they felt that none were safe 
from a murderous attack. Diligent search is being made for the assassin. — 

The floods on the Missouri and Mississippi rivers, U. S. A., are doing immense damage. 
Up to May 23 millions! of dollars’ worth of property had been destroyed, traffic was 
almost at a standstill through the floods, thousands of houses had been swept away and 
families rendered destitute, and two hundred persons had been drowned. Fifteen hun- 
dred square miles of land was under water, and 500,000 acres of growing crops destroyed. 

Terrible distress prevails in North Yorkshire and Durham County, England, in conse- 
quence of the miners’ strike, and thousands of people are starving. Several deaths have 
already been reported. The coal owners demand 133 per cent. reduction in wages, and 
at a meeting of miners on May 15 they were denounced as remorseless and bloodthirsty. 
The miners declared there were but two alternatives for them, the workhouse or the 
Those who 
are destitute now threaten to get food by theft if necessary. 135 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, MAY 30, 1892. 


BAPTISM AND ITS ESSENTIALITY. 


THE question whether the Gospel of Christ enjoins baptism as essential 
to salvation is of serious importance, as it involves the fate of every man 
and woman on earth ; and it is to the interest of all not to rest satisfied 
until they heve a. rest understanding in regard to it. 

There is considerable discussion and diversity of opinion on this subject 
in the professed Christian world; and it seems that the sayings of un- 
inspired men in relation thereto have only tended to bewilder the mind. 
But while men may cling to their own opinions and wander from the 
truth, the sincere seeker after salvation will prefer believing the revealed 
word of God. 

In St. Luke’s writings we read that John the Baptist, a servant of the 
Most High, taught and administered baptism ; the Lord said that those 
who received of this baptism justified God, but that there were others who 
“rejected the counsel of God against themselves, being not baptized of 
him” (Luke vii: 29, 30). Now, men cannot be saved by rejecting the 
counsel of God against themselves. Then, as it is the counsel of God for 
men to be baptized, they cannot be saved without it; therefore it is essen- 
tial to salvation. 

The Lord sent His angel to Cornelius, and told him to send for Peter, 

who would tell him words whereby he and all his house should be saved 
(Acts xi: 14). Cornelius did so, and when the Apostle came, “he com- 
manded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord” (Acts x: 48). If 
Cornelius had rejected baptism as non-essential, could he have been saved ? 
No; for the angel informed him that Peter would tell him how to be saved, 
and the Apostle “commanded them to be baptized.” According to this, 
_ baptism must be essential to salvation. 
The Apostle Paul, speaking to the Galatians, says: ‘Ye are all the 
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have 
been baptized into Christ have put on Christ” (Gal. iii: 26, 27). If itis 
necessary to put on Christ” to obtain salvation, then it is essential to 
be baptized, for we put on Christ by baptism. . 

The Lord Jesus, in sending out His Apostles, said: “Go ye into all the 
world and preach the Gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is 
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baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not” (and consequently is 
not baptized) “shall be damned.” (Mark xvi: 15, 16). Here the Lord 
positively declares that it is the baptized believer who shall be saved. 
Then baptism is essential to salvation, and who will dare to set the Lord 
at naught by denying it? 

Jesus said to Nicodemus: “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, . a 
man be born of water (that is, baptized in water) and of the spirit 
(that is, baptized in the spirit) “he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God” (John iii: 5). If entering the kingdom of God is essential to salva- 
tion, then being born of water,” or being baptized, is essential also, for 
by one we enter the other. 
The Apostle Peter, in the third chapter of his first epistle, says that in 

the ark there were gight souls “saved by water, the like figure whereunto 
even baptism doth also now save us.” There Peter plainly teaches that 
baptism is essential to salvation. 

On the day of Pentecost, many persons were convinced that Jesus was 
the Christ, and were thereby led to inquire of God’s servants what they 
should do. Peter replied: ‘“ Repent, and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins” (Acts ii: 38). The 
chief Apostle commanded them to be baptized because baptism was essen- 
tial to salvation. 

When John was in the wilderness he preached the “ baptism of repent- 
ance for the remission of sins” (Mark i: 4); he preached the same doc- 
trine in all the country about Jordan (Luke iii: 3).. Peter commanded 
the people to be baptized “for the remission of sins” (Acts ii: 38). 
Ananias said to Paul, „Why tarriest thou? Arise and be baptized and 
wash away thy sins” (Acts xxii: 16). From these quotations it will be 
seen that baptism is “for the remission of sins.” Is the remission of 
sins essential to salvation? If so, baptism must be, for one is obtained 
through the other. 

The Scriptures state that it is those who do the will of God that will 
enter the kingdom of heaven. That it is the will of God for people to be 
baptized, no believer in the Bible will deny. Then, they who say “ Lord, 
Lord,” and reject baptism, will surely receive that woful doom, “I never 
knew you ; depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” 

If baptism is not essential to salvation, why does the Lord require it? 
The fact that He requires it is enough to prove that it is essential, for no 
one can be saved in disobeying God’s commandments. 

Some have supposed that the thief who was crucified beside the Lord 
went to heaven, and it is believed that he was not baptized ; therefore it 
is argued that if one can be saved without baptism others can, and con- 
sequently it is not essential to salvation. But this supposition is incorrect, 
for Jesus said to the thief, “To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise,” 
and three days afterwards said to Mary, “Touch me not, for I have not 
yet ascended to my Father.” By this we learn that paradise and heaven 
are two distinct places, and as Jesus did not go to heaven on the day He 
was crucified, neither did the thief; for they were both together in 
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Here the seeker after truth may properly inquire: “If it is necessary 
for all men and women to be baptized, what will become of the good 
people who have died without having that privilege?” To this the reply 
of the Scriptures is that the dead who died without hearing the Gospel 
will have it preached to them (1 Peter iv: 5,6). They who obey it will be 
saved, but they who reject it will be condemned, as — wed were in 
the flesh. 

“But a dead person cannot be baptized,” says one. Very 0 but God 
is just. In His infinite wisdom He has provided a way in which the dead 
can be baptized for, by those who are in the flesh, as shown by the Apostle 
Paul in his questions: Else what shall they do which are baptized for 
the dead, if the dead rise not at all? Why are they then baptized for the 
dead?” (1 Cor. xv: 29.) Paul was not speaking about baptism for the 
dead, but the resurrection of the dead, and brings up baptism for the dead 
as a proof of the resurrection, by asking why they were “ baptized for the 

dead, if the dead rise not at all.” His questions plainly show that bap- 
tism for the dead” was both believed in and practiced by the early 
Christians. 

These scriptural prove conclusively that baptism is 
to salvation. It is a law of the Gospel of Christ, which is “the power of 
God unto salvation.” Let those who desire to be saved prepare themselves 
and be baptized, under proper authority, for the remission of sins, that 
they may enter into the kingdom of heaven; for what shall it profit a 
man if he gain the whole world and lose his own soul?” J. H. A. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


A Nor from Elder Thos. B. Evans, President of the Welsh 1 
says: All is peace among the Saints at Cardiff. We have an enjoyable 
time in preaching and expounding the word of God to the strangers who 
attend our Sunday evening meetings. We expect to attend to more bap- 
tisms shortly. The Elders are enjoying good health, and are doing ex- 
cellent work in spreading the Gospel.” 

The destitution that prevails in the county of Durham, through the 
stagnation of business consequent upon the colliers’ strike, is causing in- 
tense suffering, and the situation of some of the Saints is such as to re- 
quire assistance from their brethren and sisters to alleviate the distress 
caused by lack of food. President Alfred Solomon, of the Newcastle 
Conference, writes: I have just arrived from Hebburn Colliery-on-Tyne, 
where I have been visiting the people, and have viewed their distressed 
condition. It is now over nine weeks since the strike commenced. One 
brother who has a family of six small children told me that he had re- 
ceived from the relief committee one good-sized loaf of bread a week, which 


would make nine loaves in all, and he says that how himself and family 


exist he scarcely knows. This morning I saw scores of the people scraping 
over the old banks, picking out bits of coal ; in one place they had torn 

the railway track up and scattered the trucks around to get at the coal. 
While the policeman on duty at the mine was getting his breakfast this 
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morning, dozens of the children went to the coal shed and helped them - 
selves to buckets of coal; some returned for more, when the policeman 
came and put a stop to it. Clothing is also becoming deficient among the 
people, who are looking everywhere for relief. Some of the worthy Saints 
who are in great need have relatives and friends in Utah.“ 


A CONFERENCE of the Latter-day Saints was held at Honolulu, Sandwich 
Islands, on March 27, and was attended by Queen Liliuokalani. Her 
Majesty arrived shortly after the morning meeting had commenced, and 
upon her entrance into the room the congregation arose and sang the 
Hawaiian national air, Hanaii Ponoi.” The meeting was addressed by 
Elder Mathew Noall, President of the Sandwich Islands Mission, on the 
life and labors of Christ and His plan for the salvation both of the living 
and the dead. Elder B. Johnson spoke on the restoration of the Gospel 
in this dispensation. After the service the Queen was invited to dinner, 
and partook of the bounties prepared. The dining room was decorated 
with a profusion of flowers, ferns, etc. After dinner Her Majesty remained 
for a time conversing on religious topics. She expressed pleasure at the 
success attending the Saints, and informed Brother Noall that the palace 
was.open to the Elders for religious services whenever they desired. This 
kind invitation was accepted, and several meetings have been held there. 


THERE has just been . from the press A Dictionary of the Book 
of Mormon, by Elder George Reynolds. The work comprises the bio- 
graphical, geographical and other proper names in the sacred record, with 
such information and explanations as render it an invaluable aid to the 
student of the Book of Mormon. In its literary style it is clear and con- 
- cise, and in its statements regarding the various subjects treated of it is 
an authentic text book for those engaged in the study of Nephite and 
Jaredite history. By this production Brother Reynolds has: supplied a 
need that has long existed, and his work will be highly appreciated by 
those interested i in the record of the ancient inhabitants of America. 


RAAB Elder James H. Clarke is honorably released from his labors 
as traveling Elder in the Scottish Conference, to return home. 

Elders Lars L. Nelson, Anders S. Hyrup, Niels P. Larsen and Andrew 
Hansen are honorably released from their labors in the Scandinavian 


Mission, to return home. 


CHANGE oF ADDRESS.—The address of the Scottish Conference is 
changed to No. 130 Barrack Street, Glasgow. 1 


TEMPLES, ANCIENT AND MODERN. 


D 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 336. 

TEMPLES IN THIS AGE. 
From the time of the destruction of the Temple of Herod, and to the 
present century, there were no temples on earth, except those which were 
built on the American continent and of which we have but little informa- 
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tion. The first Christians were not temple-builders. They n never gathered 
as one people. We have seen that the Temple was to the Jewish nation 
the palace of their invisible, divine King. But when the nation was scat- 
tered there was no need of a palace. Hence, the Christians, who formed 
no nation, did not build temples. 

The magnificent religious buildings that were reared in later centuries, 
and which now adorn the great Christian strongholds, are not temples, 
not even imitations of them. They are the successors of the Jewish 
synagogues and nothing more. With the Temple of Herod the history of 
the sacred edifices is interrupted for more than seventeen hundred years. 

The ancient Prophets declare, in no uncertain language, that the last 
dispensation should be characterized by the rearing again of temples. It 
is a mistake to suppose that these structures were reared in the Mosaic 
dispensation only, in connection with the ceremonial law of sacrifices, and 
that they were no longer needed when that law was completed in the 
sacrifice of Christ. Sacrifices were offered on altars and not within the 
temple walls, but in the court. The altars of burnt-offering and the 
temples were entirely separate buildings. The sacrifice of Christ did not 
do away with temples any more than it abolished the law of prayer or the 
Priesthood. 

This is clear from the fact that Ezekiel, in describing the glory of the last 
dispensation (chapters xl to xliv) gives a glowing view of a temple with 
its ordinances, and the return of the glory of God as in the days of old. It 
is a temple to be reared when the land of Canaan is finally distributed 
according to the plan explained in chapter xlv. It is, therefore, still 
future, but will come to pass as sure as Ezekiel was a Prophet of the living 
God. John the Revelator, too, in his vision of the last days, the days 
before the sounding of the seventh angel’s trumpet, which was the signal 
of the winding up of the scenes, sees a temple, for he is commanded to 
measure the Temple of God and those that worship therein (Rev. xi: 1), 
which would have been impossible had there been no temple to measure. 
This shows conclusively that the temple era belongs to these last days as 
well as to the former dispensations. 

THE TEMPLE SITE IN INDEPENDENCE. 

As soon as the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints had been 
organized, the Lord in His revelations commenced to intimate that a 
temple would be erected. In a revelation given in December, 1830, He 
says: I will suddenly come to my Temple.” And again, in February, 
1831: “That my covenant people may be gathered in one in that day 
when I shall come to my Temple.” 

A place was pointed out by God a few months later, or in July of the 
same year, that should be dedicated as a temple site. The Lord said: 

Behold the place which is now called Independence is the centre place, 
and a spot for the Temple is lying westward, upon a lot which is not far 
from the court house.—Doctrine and Covenants, sec. lvii: 3. 

The place was speedily secured, and on August 1, 1831, it was solemnly 
dedicated by “the hand of Joseph Smith, Jr., and others with whom the 
Lord was well pleased. 
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The Saints were prevented from building this Temple through the pér- 
secutions of their enemies, but the Lord gave them the following promise 
in September, 1832: For verily this generation shall not pass away until 
a house shall be built unto the Lord, and a cloud shall rest upon it, which 
cloud shall be even the glory of the Lord, which shall fill the house” 


(Doctrine and Covenants, sec. IXxxiv: 4). A glorious promise given by 


Him whose word cannot be broken. 
THE KIRTLAND TEMPLE. 

On June I, 1833 the Lord commanded His people to repent of their sins 
and to build a house, in which those whom He chose should be endowed 
with power (Doctrine and Covenants, sec. xcv). “If you keep my com- 
mandments,” the Lord said, “you shall have power to build it.” This 
Temple was to be built according to a plan which God promised to show 
to three chosen Elders, as he anciently showed Moses the plan of the 
tabernacle. The dimensions were also designated in another revelation. 
The Saints responded willingly to this call upon them, and, on July 23, 
1833, the same day on which their brethren were expelled from Jackson 
County, the corner stones of the Kirtland Temple were laid. 

“ At that time,” writes Eliza R. Snow, “the Saints were few in number, 
and most of them very poor ; and had it not been for the assurance that 
God had spoken, and had commanded that a house should be built to His 
name, of which He not only revealed the form but also designated the 
dimensions, an attempt towards building that Temple, under the then 
existing circumstances, would have been by all concerned pronounced pre- 
posterous.” 

„How often,” says Daniel Tyler, “have I seen those humble, faithful 
servants of the Lord, after toiling all day in the quarry, or on the build- 
ing, when the walls were in course of erection, weary and faint, yet with 
cheerful countenances, retiring to their homes with a few pounds of corn 
meal that had been donated. And in the case of those who lacked a cow 
to give a little milk, the corn meal was sometimes, for days together, all 
that they and their families had to subsist upon. When a little flour, 
butter or meat came in they were luxuries.” 

Notwithstanding this poverty, the Saints worked faithfully, i in view of 


the glorious blessings to be given them on the completion of the building. 


They longed for the day of dedication. This took place on March 27, 
1836, the building being completed in less than three years. Did the 
people of God ever exhibit a nobler spirit or stronger faith in God than 
did these temple-builders in Kirtland in their destitute circumstances ? 
No wonder that God accepted their sacrifices and crowned their efforts 
with heavenly blessings. 

The day of dedication had come, a feast of heavenly love and sweet com- 
munion. There were four hundred and sixteen Elders present, including 
the Apostles and Prophets of God. At the morning services Sidney 
Rigdon preached an eloquent discourse, lasting two hours and a half. 
Joseph Smith was then by a unanimous vote sustained as Prophet, 
Seer and Revelator, and the various quorums of the Priesthood were 


similarly sustained. Among the evening exercises was the dedicatory 
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prayer, by the Prophet (recorded in Doctrine and Covenants, sec. cix,) 
which for sublimity of language is hardly surpassed by the loftiest ex- 
pressions of Isaiah. | 

One striking feature of the ceremonies,” says Eliza R. Snow, was the 
grand shout of hosanna, which was given by the whole assembly, in stand- 
ing position, with uplifted hands. A singular incident in connection with 
this shout may be discredited by some, but it is verily true. A notice had 
been circulated that children in arms would not be admitted at the dedi- 
cation of the Temple. A sister who had come a long distance with her 
babe, six weeks old, having on her arrival heard of the above requisition, 
went to the Patriarch, Joseph Smith, Sr., in great distress, saying that she | 
knew no one with whom she could leave her infant, and to be deprived of 
the privilege of attending the dedication seemed more than she could en- 
dure. The ever generous and kindhearted father volunteered to take the 
responsibility on himself, and told her to take her child, at the same time 
giving the mother a promise that her babe should make no disturbance, 
which promise was verified. But when the congregation shouted 
hosanna that babe joined in the shout.” : 

Brigham Young spoke in tongues, and David W. Patten interpreted. 
In the evening George A. Smith stood up and began to prophesy, when a 
noise was heard like the sound of a mighty wind filling the house. The 
congregation arose in an instant, and people from the neighborhood came 
running to learn the cause of the manifestation, a brilliant light having 
been seen above the structure. The spectators were filled with wonder 
and amazement. 

Several other manifestations have been recorded. Elder F. G. Williams 
testifies that he saw an angel enter the upper pulpit. The house was 
filled with the Holy Spirit, and many had a testimony that Jesus was 
present. 

On subsequent occasions angels were seen within the sacred walls, and 
a pillar of light was sometimes seen resting on the roof. Seven days after 
the dedication the following revelation was given to Joseph Smith and 
Oliver Cowdery: | 

The vail was taken from our minds, and the eyes of our understanding 
were 1 We saw the Lord standing upon the breastwork of the 


pulpit, before us, and under His feet was a paved work of pure gold, in 
color like amber. : 

His eyes were as a flame of fire, the hair of His head was white like the 

ure snow. His countenance shone above the brightness of the sun, and 

is voice was as the sound of the rushing of great waters, even the voice 
of Jehovah, saying—I am the first and the last, I am He who liveth, I am 
He who was slain, I am your advocate with the Father. | 
__Behold, your sins are forgiven you; you are clean before me, therefore 
lift up your head and rejoice, let the hearts of your brethren rejoice, and 
let the hearts of all my le * ig Povo have, with their might, built 
this house to my name, for behold, I. have accepted this house, and my 
name shall be there, and I will manifest myself to my 12 in mercy in 
this house; yea, I will appear unto my servants, and speak unto them 


with my own voice, if my people will keep my commandments, and do not 
pollute this holy house; yea the hearts of thousands and tens of thousands 
shall greatly rejoice in consequence of the blessings which shall be poured 
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out, and the endowment with which my servants have been endowed in 
this house ; and the fame of this house shall spread to foreign lands, and 
this is the — of ¢ the gay oy which shall be poured out upon the 
heads of my en so. 

After this vie Sg closed, the —— were again opened unto us, and 
Moses appeared before us, and committed unto us the keys of the gather- 
— of Israel from the four parts of the earth, and the leading of the ten 

from the land of the north. 

wv after this, Elijah appeared, and committed the dispensation of the 
— of Abra 1 that in us and our seed all generations after 


ould be blessed. 
* this vision had closed, another great and glorious vision burst 


upon us, for — the Prophet, who was taken to heaven without ypc 
death, stood before us and said: Behold the time has fully come, wh 
was spoken of by the mouth of Malachi, testifying that he (Elijah) should 
be sent before the great and dreadful day of the Lord come, to turn the 
hearts of the fathers to the children, and the children to the fathers, lest 
the whole earth be smitten with a curse. 

Therefore the keys of this dispensation are committed into your hands, 
and by this ye may know that the great and dreadful day of the Lord is 
near, even at the doors.—Doctrine and Covenants, sec. cx. 

The dimensions of the Kirtland Temple are 80 by 60 feet. The walls 
are 50 feet high, and the tower 110. The building has four vestries in 
front, and five rooms in the attic, which were devoted to literature, etc. 

There was a sacred influence in this Temple, felt both by the Saints and 
by strangers. Sister Snow testifies that she has there seen the lame throw 

aside their crutches and the blind open their eyes, the deaf regain their 


hearing and the dumb their speech. 

Only for a short time did the Saints retain their possession of this holy 
building. In 1837 and 1838 they were compelled to flee for their lives, and 
the Temple came into the hands of apostates. It was defiled, and the glory 
of God left it. It is now claimed by the Josephites, who use it for a meet- 


ing house. 
[To BE CONTINUED.] 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

A new daily a Post—was issued in Ogden on May 3. It is democratic in 
polities. 
The Merrimac hotel, at Thistle station, in Spanish Fork Canyon, was burned on 

May 3; loss $5,000. 

The B. Y. Trust Company has commenced the erection of two large business blocks 
in Salt Lake City, one on First South Street, near West Temple, and the other at the 
corner of First South and First East streets. : | 

On April 22, Elder Samuel Thompson died at Vernal, Uintah County, in the seventy- 
ninth year of his age. His body was conveyed to Spanish Fork for interment. Father 
Thompson was baptized in 1833 by the late President Brigham Young. He was one of 
the laborers on the Kirtland Temple, and witnessed the power and glory of the Lord 
which was manifested at the dedication of that building. He passed through many of 
the privations incident to the early persecutions against the Church, and when the call 
was made by the government for the Mormon Battalion, he became one of that body. 
After the Battalion had sccomplished its labors he returned to Utah, where he has 
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